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with Developmental 

Disabilities





Our Mission

BPDD Mission Statement:

The Board is dedicated to increasing self-determination, 

independence, productivity, integration, and inclusion of 

people with developmental disabilities.



Authorizing Federal Legislation

DD Assistance & Bill of Rights Act

(P.L. 106 - 402, Revised 2000)

Title I: Programs for individuals with DD
• Subtitle A: Findings and Definitions

• Subtitle B: State Councils on DD

• Subtitle C: Protection and advocacy of individual rights

• Subtitle D: University Centers for Excellence in DD

• Subtitle E: Projects of National Significance

Title II: Family Support

Title III: Program for direct support workers

Title IV: Program for self-advocacy (Proposed)



State Laws

State Statutes: 15.197 (11n), 15.03 and 51.437 (14r)

These laws: 

• Establish the Board as an independent State Agency

• Define Board membership

• Define Board responsibilities:

• Review and advise State Agencies

• Provide continuing counsel to the governor and  

legislature



Why Councils?

• Federally mandated, statewide advocacy and 

innovation organization 

• Charged with:

• Identifying most pressing needs of people with 
developmental disabilities

• Developing innovative and cost-effective ways to meet 
these needs

• Advocating for public policies that create systemic change

• BPDD seeks continuous improvement impacting all 

aspects of people’s lives! 



Why Councils?

Congress finds:

Disability is a natural part of the human 

experience that does not diminish the right of 

people with developmental disabilities to live 

independently, to exert control and choice over 

their own lives, and to fully participate in and 

contribute to their communities. 



What is a Developmental Disability?

Federal Definition: A person is considered to meet the Federal definition of 

developmental disability if they have either:

• A level of intellectual disability described in the American Association on Intellectual 

and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD)

• A related condition as defined by 42 CFR § 435.1009 which states, "Person with related 

conditions" means individuals who have a severe, chronic disability that meets all of the 

following conditions:

o It is attributable to either:

• Cerebral palsy or epilepsy.

• Any other condition, other than mental illness, found to be closely related 

to intellectual disability because this condition results in impairment of 

general intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior similar to that of 

persons with intellectual disability, and requires treatment or services 

similar to those required for these persons.

• It is manifested before the person reaches age 22.

• It is likely to continue indefinitely.

• It results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the following areas of 

major life activity: self-care, understanding and use of language, learning, mobility, self-

direction, or capacity for independent living.



What is a Developmental Disability?

State of WI definition:  Wisconsin's Definition of 

Developmental Disabilities

(Wis Stat. § 51.01 (5) (a)-(b)) 
"Developmental disability" means a disability attributable to brain 

injury, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, Prader-Willi syndrome, 

intellectual disability, or another neurological condition closely 

related to an intellectual disability or requiring treatment similar to 

that required for individuals with an intellectual disability, which has 

continued or can be expected to continue indefinitely and 

constitutes a substantial handicap to the afflicted individual.

"Developmental disability" does not include dementia that is 

primarily caused by degenerative brain disorder.

Wisconsin's definition of developmental disability is broader than the federal definition, in that it does not include the 
restrictive clauses "b" (onset before age 22) and "d" (substantial functional limitations) of the federal definition. In order to 
be eligible for home and community-based waivers for developmental disabilities, the consumer must meet the federal 
definition of developmental disability.



Federal DD Act Partners



Board Membership

Self-advocates and family members must make up at least 

60% of the membership. Of the consumers:

• 1/3 must be individuals with DD;

• 1/3 must be parents of minor children or immediate 

relatives or guardians of adults who are too disabled to 

advocate for themselves;

• Remaining 1/3 should be a mixture of both of the above.



Board Membership (continued)

The rest of the Council must include representatives from:

• Department of Public Instruction 

• Department of Workforce Development 

• Department of Health Services

• UW system, including the Center for Excellence;

• A public provider, a private not for profit provider, and a 

non-governmental agency that does advocacy.



State Plan: Creating & Implementing

• Required every 5 years

• Promotes policies, funding, 

system changes and new 

approaches to services & 

supports

• No funding of direct services, 

demonstration projects funded 

for a limited time

• Public input via Community 

Conversations

• Choose priority topics from 

input 



Approaches We CANNOT Use

• Protest Politics

• Lawsuits

• Direct Service Provision

• Lobbying







Our Projects

• Partners in Policymaking 

• Self-Determination Conference 

• SPARKS mini grants

• Supported Decision-Making

• Partners with Business 

• Take Your Legislator to Work 

• Youth Leadership Forum 

• Living Well

• WI Disability Vote Coalition

• Self-Determination YouTube Channel

• Coalition on Lead Emergency



Partners in Policymaking

Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking is a six‐session 
advocacy and systems change training program that 
develops future leaders across the state who are able to 
work with legislators and communities on policies and 
initiatives that will support the full participation and inclusion 
of people with developmental disabilities in all aspects of 
life.



Partners in Policymaking



Self Determination Conference

Self determination means taking control of your life. Join us 
in October for one of the biggest events for people with 
disabilities and the people who support them. Learn how to 
live more independently, participate more in your 
community, and direct your public funds efficiently.



Self Determination Conference



SPARKS Grants

Do you have an idea to make your community a better 
place for people with disabilities? Organize your 
grassroots group and apply for funding to help make it 
happen! Individuals with developmental disabilities and 
family members may apply.





Supported Decision Making

There are alternatives to guardianship. Supported decision-
making empowers individuals with disabilities to make 
informed decisions about their life that protect their 
rights and ensure their safety and privacy. It involves family 
and friends working together to help them make complex 
decisions.



Supported Decision Making



Youth Leadership Forum



Social Media

Check out any of our social media to follow us and stay 
up to date with advocacy, policy, events and more 
around the state. Don’t forget to like our page!

Facebook: @WisconsinBPDD 

Twitter: @wibpdd

Instagram: @wibpdd



Stay Connected with our 
email list!

BPDD puts out a monthly newsletter with everything you need to 
keep up to date with what we are doing and how you can get 
involved!

Sign up here: https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/join/

My Contact: Jeremy.Gundlach@wisconsin.gov

https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/join/
mailto:Jeremy.Gundlach@wisconsin.gov

