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Brain Development

Recent brain research indicates that birth to age 3 are
the most important years in a child's development.

In the first three years, a child's brain has up to twice
as many nerve cells connections as it will have in
adulthood.
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About the Birth to

Serves families with Who?
children under the age of A team of professional
3 who have delays or service providers to
disabilities Support the child’s growth
and learning
When? Where?
Eligibility: diagnosed In the natural environment:
disability or condition, family, friends, in the home,
25% delay in one or more community, during the
areas of development, family’s routines and
atypical development activities

3 Program

What?
Services include special
education, occupational,
speech, physical therapy

and more

How?

An Individualized Family
Service Plan lists the
services, tracks progress
and includes steps to help
with transitions
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Why? A Typical Week

Where do infants and toddles spend
their time?

Daily
Routines
49%

Formal
Intervention
1%
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Who can Make a Referral?

ANYONE
Parents, grandparents, family members, caregivers
Hospitals and clinics (including prenatal and
postnatal care)
Child care and early learning programs
Local education agencies and schools
Child welfare, child protective services, foster care
Public health, community and social services
agencies
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Brochure

- 1;: The Birth to 3 Program Works
] 0 r al I l I I eS With and for Families
The Individualized Family Service Plan
[l . " Team
] Once the child is found eligible for the Birth
r I n I I a to 3 Program, a team (including you) works
) together to decide which services best fit
wour family's goals and outcomes. This

- - Individualized Family Service Plan (FSP) team
. EX I al n S th e B I rth includes, but is not limited to:
You, the parent(s) or caregiver(s)
Other family members as requested

An advocate or friend as requested
The service coordinator

to 3 Pro ral I I At least one professional who evaluated
the child

® Service providers

e 00 0

The Individualized Family Service Plan
Together, the team creates the IFSP. Your
family’s routine, values, culture, and priorities
are used to guide the IFSP. It includes goals
and outcomes important to your family

and the strategies, resources, supports, and
services that are needed to reach them.

Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program
A good start in the first 1,000 days

The Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program serves
families with children under the age of 3 years
who have delays or disabilities.

Once a child is found eligible, a team of

professional service providers partners with
your family to support growth and learning.
Family culture, beliefs, and individual needs
P-02928 (03/2021) help shape how services are delivered.
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Services at a Glance

= For families
= Print, digital
= Explains the

Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program
Services at a Glance

-
The early intervention supports and services below are available through the Birth to 3 Program. All services
are based on the individual goals and outcomes of your family and child. Decisions about services are made

together as a team, and put your family and the child first.

supports and
services available

You will partner with a service coordinator, who will help you locate and coordinate needed services and
supports. All services are provided and funded based on federal requirements. The Birth to 3 Program allows
you to access services that help you meet your goals and outcomes, no matter what the funding source is.

Early intervention services help the child learn, interact, and thrive at home, in child care, and during other
everyday activities. Leamning and growing happens in the places your family spends time and during activities
the child finds fun and engaging. The Birth to 3 Program provides services where you are every day. This

helps the child develop and practice new skills in the places they will use them.

to families in the
Birth to 3 Program

Primary Services
Service Coordination

Helps your family and child access early
intervention services and understand

your rights. Service coordinators schedule
evaluations, help create the service plan, and
connect you with what you need.

Special Education

Engages the child in activities that support their
learning and development. This includes ideas
that help them grow, learn, play, and get along
with others. Individualized strategies are shared
to help the child's learning, skills, and overall
development.
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Occupational Therapy

Helps the child build new skills by practicing
day-to-day activities. These new skills will help
them play, move, and interact with the world
around them. These services help increase the
child’s ability to take part in daily routines and
activities at home, in the community, and other
places your family spends time.

Physical Therapy
Helps support the child's physical and muscle
development. This helps them move, play, and
participate in day-to-day activities. Physical
therapy services also help reduce pain and
prevent or minimize physical disabilities.

% ¢

Speech and Language Services
Help the child understand and use language.
Speech services include identifying concerns
and finding activities that can strengthen
muscles so the child can make clear speech
sounds. Speech services might also help the
child use a speech device and refer them to
medical or other professional services when
necessary.
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Referral Tip Sheet

Tips for Birth to 3 Program Referrals

Understand your role in the Birth to 3 Program referral network
As a health care professional, child care provider, educator, child weifare staff, or ot fessional who works

] with children, you are part of the Wiscansin firth to 3 Progiam wcek. This tip sheet will help you
understand the importance of naticing signs v e
rer families to early intervention programs, and how to make

ing children, yo nsibility o
erral 10 the Birth to 3 Prograr

y intervention can help children catch up developmentally and can help parents get

questons 5o they can betier meet thefr chid's nseds For mare tooks

for Dise: d Preven eam the

child care Py %

If you notice a child who shows signs of developmental delays or
deve en abused or neglected,

swers to important
iy intervention, vist

s, has

3 screening can help you

ment, or has or may

understand more. The Birth to 3 Program encourages health, child care, and education
- professionals to use the [o? reening tool to pinpoint developments
progress snd identy pouslbe delays n young diken. A screening cn be valuableto
understanding a child’s development, bt it is not required to have completed a screening before
you rake’s esera 5 the Bl &0 3 Frogram

Explore options with the family
If you think early intervention could bene H ily about program benefits and

. . .
your steps to making a referral They will probably have 3 lo ons. Learning that a child in
| ra care ha & v dely o ChuEiy can revul bn ifecant eecions
] Use the Birth to 3 Program First 1.000 Days toolkis to learn more sbout

actions and feelin

ing with families about

the program. You can also direct them 10 contact thelr caunty 8irth 19 3 Pragram to leam more

e Make a referral to the county Birth to 3 Program

| delays or a disability, you should make a

.
. When you identify a child with signs of developm 3
referral. If you are a Medicaid-enrolled provider, you must make 3 referral. Remermber, anyane can
make a referra), including rses, day care saf, child welfare staf and others wh o work with
children. s helpful to talk with families about the program and what a r
eligibility evaluation
Note: Al heaith, social service, education, and tribal programs that receive Medicaid funding, induding
Medicaid envolled providers, are required to refer efigible children to the Birth 1o 3 Program within two days

of identification. More information about this reguirement can be found in the Raquirements for Providers
topic (#788) in the ForvardHealth Online Handbook

means

To make a referral, y m form, F 00688, and

5 consent to refer them to the 8irth to

so medical infe an be shared between

affected by abuse, neglect, or trauma

con colle
the county Birth to 3 Prog

The child does not need 1 dia e eligible for the Birth to
e rferl form, please stoc

any
the refer

«mmunuo
saduct an

completed
of delays or disabilte:

To protect and promote the health and safety of the people of Wisconsin




Improved Webpages

o 3 Program for Familie:

= Information for Families
= Eligibility
= Child Development

Services
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/eligibility.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/development.htm

Let’s Talk

Questions, Comments

What else would you like to know?
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More Information

Search web for:
Birth to 3 Program for Families
Birth to 3 Program Outreach Campaign Family

To contact your local county Birth to 3 Program:
Birth to 3 Program: Contact Us

State Contacts:
Birth to 3 Program Children and Family Program Specialists
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/outreach-campaign-family.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/contacts.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/state.htm

Thank you!
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